IMPEAMCAOBHE

Buumanuro gnTaromedl mybAHKH BIIEPBBIE MPEACTABAAETCA MEXAYHAPOAHOC aKa-
AEMHYECKOE U3AAHUE, ITOCBALLEHHOE 3M10CY, MA(OAOrMH M A3BIKY OCETHH M HMX HEIO-
CPEACTBEHHBIX IIPEAKOB M POACTBEHHHKOB — CKH(DO-CAKCKMX M CApMaTO-aAAHCKHX ITAC-
MEH APEBHOCTH M CDEAHEBEKOBBA.

Vaest AAHHOTO JKypHaA2 BBI3PEBAAA AOATO M HEMTPOCTO, HECMOTPA Ha TOT OYEBHA-
HEI# (DaKT, 9TO HOTPEOHOCTD B HEM OIIYINAAACH CAMBIM LIMPOKHM KPYroM MCCAEAOBaTe-
Aeit HE TOABKO B OBAACTH CIIELHAABHOTO 2AZHO-OCETHHOBEACHHS, HO M IIAPE - HCTOPHH,
KYABTYpPbl M A3BIKOB APEBHHMX HMpPaHCKHMX KoueBHuKOB EBpasum. Osnavennas obaacts
3HAHUA ABAAETCA BAKHOM ¥ HEOTHEMAEMOH YaCTBIO MEXKAYHAPOAHEIX HHAOEBPOIIEHCKHX
1 upaHckux mwTyAnit. Ho ncropudeckn cAOKHAOCDH TaK, YTO CHELMAAM3HPOBAHHBIX aKa-
AEMIHYECKMX MHCTATYLIAE M NEPHOAHYECKHX M3AAHHH, IIOCBAILECHHBIX KOMIIACKCHOMY
CHCTEMATHYICCKOMY HCCACAOBAHMIO OOraTeiiero HMCTOPHKO-KYABTYPHOTO HaCACAMA
«CTETIHBIX MPaHLEB» M TeM HoAee HX COBPEMEHHBIX HACAEAHHKOB — OCETHH — IIPOCTO HE
cymectBoBano. CkasaHHOE BOBCE HE O3HAYAET, UTO IIPH 3TOM HE CyLIECTBOBAAO M Bae-
cTammx o6pasLoB MCCACAOBaHMI B 3TOH cpepe: Bo BTopoi noaosune XIX u Ha BCEM
npormxerny XX BB. B cTpaHax EBpomsl 1 AMEPHKH TBOPHAHM CBOM OCHOBOIIOAATarOIIye
TPYABI IIPEACTABUTEAH YHHKAABHOM IAESABI YIEHBIX, X 3TH TPYABI CETOAHA IPEACTABAA-
FOT cODOM BEPLIMHHBIE AOCTIKCHUA MUPOBO# ckudorornu u araHoBeaeHuA. M Bee xe,
€CAM PacCMaTpHBATH COCTOSIHHE ACA B 3THX HAyKaX B HCTOPHYECKOH MEPCHEKTHUBE U C
Y9ETOM MOBCEAHEBHBIX PEAAMH, IPHXOAMTCA TPU3HATD: TEHACHLMA K UX IIOCTEIIEHHOMY
NEPEMEILEHMIO B CTOPOHY MPAHOAOTHYECKOH «repudepum» HaAHLO. MexAy mpoumm,
Ha 3Ty AOCAAHYIO TEHACHLIIO OOPaTHA BHUMAHUCE OAHH M3 BHIAQFOIIUXCA HPaHUCTOB XX
Beka kembpuaxckuit mpodpeccop Maps Iepruesira: “Iranian Studies cover so wide and
varied a range that in conferences devoted to them Ossetology never receives its fair
share. It is a branch of Iranology that would fill by itself many a day of conference, fur-
thering insight through discussion of its peculiarities. Insight needs to be sharpened into
the Alanic, Sarmatian and Scythic origin of the Ossetes, into both the archaic and the in-
novatory features of their language, and into their literature, both the modern and the
remote” (East and West, Vol. 41, Nos. 1-4, p.353). :

B sToM oTHOIIEHMH IIpeAAAraeMBIH KYPHAA, KOHEUHO XKe, HE ABAAETCA HCHCPIIBI-
BAFOITIUM OTBETOM H4 BCE HAKOIMBIUHMECA IIPOOAEMEL DTO BCErO AMIIDL IIEPBas MOMBITKA
cobpaTh MOA OAHY «KDBILLY» HCCACAOBAHHA, MPOBOAMMBIE B aKAAEMHYECKHX M YHHBEp-
CHTETCKUX LIEHTPAaX PasHBIX CTPaH, W, TaKuM 0OpasoM, MOCTapaTbCsi MPUOAH3HTL 3TH
HCCAEAOBAHHSA K TOMY ECTECTBEHHOMY CPEAOTOYHIO, K KOTOPOMY OHHM TaK MAM MHa4Ye Tsi-
TOTEIOT: K A3BIKY, 3110Cy ¥ MU oAOrHM OceTHH - «ckudoB XXI Bekar.

[TepBbiit BHITYCK KypHAaA2 IO HEOOXOAMMOCTH COOTBETCTBYET MHAYTYPALIMOHHOMY
JKAaHPY: MBI CO3HATEABHO IIOIIAHM ITO IYTH MEPEM3AAHHSA HAIMMCAHHOTO MHOTO AET Ha3aA
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TpyAa Takoro kopudes MPaHCKUX M CKiPO-CAKCKMX IITyAuit, kak mpod. B. M. Abaes.
OH 3HaA 06 MAee HAIIEro KypHaA2 Ha CAMHIX PAHHHX 3TalaX €€ BO3HUMKHOBEHHA H BECH-
Ma OAODPHTEABHO Ha Hee OTKAMKHYACA. B 3TOM CBA3M CA€AyeT BCIIOMHMTD HMMEHA TaioKe
yieAmux oT Hac yxe yrmomuHasmeroca npod. H. Tepmesnua, npod. 3. [Tosome u
npod. P. Dmmepuka. Onu ¢ GOABIION 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTBIO JKAAAM BBHIXOAQ [1EPBOrO
Homepa ‘Nartamonge” u Aaxe HaMepeBaAnCh GHITb ee ApyspaMu 1 aTopamu. Ceiiuac Mbl
MMeeM IPYCTHYIO NPHBUAETHIO IOYTHTH MX CBETAYIO MaMATh NEPBOH KHIDKKOH HAILEro
HKypHaAa.

B kakoii-To Mepe POAB «10BUBaAbHON 6abkm» asst “Nartamonga” cerpas obbemu-
croiit Tom “Studia Iranica et Alanica” (Serie Orientale Roma, Vol. LXXXII, Rome, 1998),
ITOATOTOBAEHHEIH OAHHMM M3 aBTOPOB 3THX CTPOK M AXODOBHO HM3A2HHEIN BBIAAIOILMCA
upanucToM Hammx Aneit npod. I'epapao Hpeoan. ITossaenue sTOro T0Ma, MOMUMO BCE-
ro IPOYEro, CTAAO IPUMEPOM TOTO, KAKUM ITAOAOTBOPHBIM ¥ IIPUBACKATEABHEIM MOXKET
BBITH MEXKAYHAPOAHOE COTPYAHMYECTBO B TaKOH ODAACTH, KaK CKHPOAOTHA ¥ 2AAHO-
OCETHHOBEACHHUE.

...OrpomHBbiit, 04eHb GECIIOKOMHBIN U MOABYKHBIH CKM(O-CAKCKHA MHP, MHOTO
BEKOB Ha3aA 3aHMM2BILIMiI OrPOMHBIE MPOCTPaHCTBa Oeckpaituux crenedt Espasun, Ha-
IITeA CBOE THXOE NPHCTAHMILE B MAAEHBKOM CTpaHe NMoA HaspauueM Ocetus-AAanus. D1y
CTpaHy ¢ BOCTOKA Ha 3aIaA HEPECEKAET BEAMYECTBEHHEIH ropuaiit xpeber LlentpaasHoro
KaBkaza. Ho B Ha3BaHMAX CAMBIX BHICOKMX BEpIUMH, OYPHBIX pEK M A@KE MAACHBKHX
JKMBOITMCHEIX AYTOB OCETHHBI COXPaHHAM BOCIIOMHHAHUA O CBOEH 3IHMYECKOH MCTOPHH.
U Bot — xypHar u3 Ocernn-AAaHNH, KK CBHACTEABCTBO oTOM mcropuy. Kak sasexoe u
BEYHOE 3XO...

Buraauit [VCAAOB,
®parcya KOPHUABO

Asaydocvixvay/ Baaduxaskas — Ilapu

FOREWORD

Here to the reader’s attention is presented for the first time an international
academic publication about epics, mythology and language of the Ossetes and their direct
ancestors and relatives — Antiquity’s and Middle Ages’ Sako-Scythian and Sarmato-
Alanian tribes.
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The idea of this new periodical has been maturing for a long time and with some
difficulty, although its requirements were recognized by large circles of research workers
dealing not only with Alano-Ossetology but also with History, Culture and Languages of
Eurasia’s ancient Iranian nomads, in other words, with a whole sphere being part and
parcel of the international Indo-European and Iranian studies. And yet, for some histori-
cal reason, there were neither special institutions nor periodical publications devoted to
the systematic studying of Steppe Iranians’, and all the more their Ossetic descendants’,
extremely rich cultural heritage. That is not to say there were no remarkable studies in this
field, on the contrary: during the second half of the XIXth and the whole XX century
several eminent representatives of a unique pleiad of European and American scientists
wrote some fundamental works and those works constitute nowadays Scythology’s and
Alanology’s highlights. None the less, by observing the position of those sciences both in
its historical perspective and from the angle of everyday life one must recognize the exis-
tence of a clear tendency to drive them back to Iranology’s “periphery”. Moreover that
annoying tendency was pointed out by the one of XX century’s most outstanding Ira-
nists, Cambridge Professor Ilya Gershevitch: “Iranian Studies cover so wide and varied a
range that in conferences devoted to them Ossetology never receives its fair share. Itis a
branch of Iranology that would fill by itself many a day of conference, furthering insight
through the discussion of its peculiarities. Insight needs to be sharpened into the Alanic,
Sarmatian and Scythic origin of the Ossetes, into both the archaic and the innovatory
features of their language, and into their literature, both the modern and the remote”
(East and West, Vol. 41, Nos 1-4, p.353).

Of course, from that point of view, the present journal cannot be an exhaustive
answer to all accumulated problems. It is only a first attempt to bring together “under the
same roof” studies carried out in different countries’ academic and research centres and
thus to draw them nearer the natural central point towards which they somehow tend:
Ossetes’ (as XXI century Scythians and Alans) language, epics and mythology.

Owing to the force of circumstances the first issue of the present journal belongs
to the inaugural genre. That decided us to republish work written many years ago by such
great figure of Iranian and Sako-Scythian studies as the late Prof. V. I. Abaev. He knew
from the beginning about the idea of our journal and warmly approved of it. In connec-
tion with that, it is fitting to quote here the names of other departed personalities: Prof.
Ilya Gershevitch (above-mentioned), Prof. E. Polomé and Prof. R. Emmerick. They
waited with great interest for the publication of Nartamonga’s first number and even ex-
pressed the desire to appear among the journal’s friends and authors. And now we have
the sorrowful privilege to honour their luminous memory with Nartamong#’s prime issue.

In some degree the midwife’s part for Nartamonga’s birth was played by the bulky
volume “Studia Iranica et Alanica”(Setie Orientale Roma, Vol. LXXXII, Rome, 1998)
prepared by one of the authors of these lines and kindly published by the eminent Italian
Iranist Prof. Gherardo Gnoli. By the mere fact of its appearance this book gave a clear
indication of how productive and attractive may be international cooperation in such a
sphere as Scythology and Osseto-Alanology.
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..Occupying many centuries ago the immense spaces of Eurasia’s boundless
steppe, the huge, turbulent and tumultuous Sako-Skythian world found a quiet place of
refuge in a little country named Ossetia-Alania. From orient to west across that country
goes the majestic chain of the Central Caucasus. And in the names they gave to the
highest summits, boisterous rivers and even little picturesque meadows the Ossetes
conserved the memory of their epic history. And here comes a journal from Ossetia-
Alania, like an evidence about that history. Like a remote and eternal echo...

Frangois CORNILLOT,
Vitali GUSALOV

Paris — Viadikavkaz/ D3awd$ygaw
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